
 



 

fåíêçÇìÅíáçå=
 
This CD-ROM has been designed to explain the importance, 
provenance and formal recognition processes of place names. 
 
Where do names come from?  Who determines what name should 
be given?  What can we learn from the names of places all around 
us?  How would we manage if there were no place names? 
 
These notes have been designed to support educators by offering 
ideas for classroom discussion and suggestions for further 
activities.  
 
For easy reference the text of the narration, presented in the 
CD_ROM by Ernie Dingo, has been reproduced as the central text of 
this booklet with ideas linked to the video’s content in the 
appropriate places. 
 

In the narration column you will see bolded numerals from nought 
to ten; these are the elapsed minutes of the video and, using the 
counter that forms part of the CD-ROM display, will help you to 
locate particular segments of the program.  
 
The text of these notes contains design features to help you: 

• Discussion questions have the word QUESTION printed in 
red as a heading; 

• ACTIVITIES have that word, printed in purple, as a heading; 
• web links are printed in blue; and 
• The CD-ROM comprises part of a co-ordinated educational 

resource with substantial teaching materials, including 
lesson plans and activities, downloadable from the website; 
words in the narration printed in green alert teachers to 
material in this resource which links to or develops themes 
in the narrative. 

=
Before using the CD-ROM 
 
Some general discussion of the topic may usefully set the scene for viewing the program.  Points that could be introduced include: 
 

• Where do you think names come from? 
• Why are place names important? 
• What can we learn from place names? 
• Who do you think is responsible for deciding the names of places? 



 

 
= k^oo^qflk= =
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
The need for places names arises from 
this opening question — where are we?  To 
answer, the simplest (and probably 
ewarliest) places names described 
places: Big Hill, Dry Plain, Tall Tree.  Are 
there any such names close to you?  And 
can you give some Australian examples of 
such place names? (The Great Barrier 
Reef, The Great Sandy Desert, The Great 
Australian Bight) 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

MMKMM=
=

_l_W=
tÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=ïÉ=a~îÉ\=

a^sbW=
tÉääI=f=Çìååç=ã~íÉW=

_l_W=
eÉó=ã~íÉ=I=~åó=áÇÉ~=ïÜÉêÉ=ïÉ=~êÉ\=

pt^ddfbW=
qÜáë=áë=hìêêá=hìêêáI=íÜ~í=ï~óÛë=`ççÄÉê=mÉÇóI=
íÜ~í=ï~óÛë=_êççãÉI=~åÇ=íÜ~íÛë=dççåÇáïáåÇáK=

a^sbW=
pçìåÇë=äáâÉ=óçìÛîÉ=ÄÉÉå=ÉîÉêóïÜÉêÉ=ã~íÉ=

pt^ddfbW=
vÉ~Ü>==

EëáåÖëF=
“fÛîÉ=ÄÉÉå=ÉîÉêóïÜÉêÉ=ã~å=Ó=Ò=
=
MNKNM=

bokfb=afkdlW=
få=íÜáë=ÖêÉ~í=Åçìåíêó=çÑ=çìêëI=êÉÇ=ÜÉ~ÇÉÇ=
éÉçéäÉ=~êÉ=Å~ääÉÇ=ÄäìÉK=
=
lá=ÄäìÉó>=
=
=
=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
Look at a map, look at the directions in 
which the man points — has he been 
everywhere, or is he lying? 
=
nrbpqflkW=
Can you match these pairs? 
Kurri Kurri ………. Opals 
Coober Pedy ……... Pearls 
Broome ……………Coal 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
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=
=
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=
nrbpqflkW=
Some children are named for members of 
their family, some for people their parents 
admire, some because their parents 
simply like the name, others after a 
quality (peace or beauty for example) that 
their parents hope they will have.  How did 
you get your name?  How much do you 
think a person’s name affects how that 
person behaves? 
=
=
=
pÉÉ=plpb=iÉîÉä=O=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Why might a place be called “Nowhere 
Else”?  Do you know of any other 
Australian place names that perhaps 
express an explorer’s disappointment? 
=

tÉ=Öç=íç=íÜÉ=ê~ÅÉë=~åÇ=ëçãÉ=éìåíÉêë=Ü~îÉ=
ãçêÉ=äìÅâ=ÄÉííáåÖ=çå=~=ÜçêëÉ=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉó=
äáâÉ=íÜÉ=ëçìåÇ=çÑ=áíë=å~ãÉI=åçí=Äó=ÑçääçïáåÖ=
áíë=Ñçêã=Ó=dç=Å~éí~áå=ÅÜáÉÑí~áåI=Öç=ÄçóI=Öç>=Ó=
~åÇ=íÜÉå=óçì=Ü~îÉ=é~êÉåíëK=eçï=ã~åó=çÑ=ìë=
Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=Çê~ã~ë=çÑ=ïÜ~í=íç=
Å~ää=çìê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ó=f=äáâÉ=pìë~åX=åçI=f=äáâÉ=
dÉêíêìÇÉK=tÜ~í=~Äçìí=`óåíÜá~=çê=cáçå~\=Ó=
~åÇ=íÜÉå=íÜÉ=Ä~Äó=ÅçãÉë=çìí=~=ÄçóK=
=
vçì=êÉÅâçå=íÜ~í=Å~å=Å~ìëÉ=ÜÉ~Ç~ÅÜÉë\=tÉääI=
àìëí=áã~ÖáåÉ=ÄÉáåÖ=êÉëéçåëáÄäÉ=Ñçê=
ÖÉçÖê~éÜáÅ~ä=å~ãáåÖ=~ää=çîÉê=^ìëíê~äá~K=
==
MNKQR=
eçï=ÇáÇ=tççääççãççäçç=áå=póÇåÉó=ÖÉí=áíë=
å~ãÉ\=oáÅÜãçåÇ=áå=jÉäÄçìêåÉ\=pìÄá~Åç=áå=
mÉêíÜK==`~åÄÉêê~I=qáåÖ~äé~I=^äÄìêóI=_êççãÉI=
a~êïáåI=^äáÅÉ=péêáåÖë\==^åÇ=ïÜ~í=~Äçìí=~=
äáííäÉ=éä~ÅÉ=áå=íÜÉ=bóêÉ=mÉåáåëìä~=áå=pçìíÜ=
^ìëíê~äá~=Å~ääÉÇ=kçïÜÉêÉ=bäëÉK=
MOKMR=
fã~ÖáåÉ=íÜ~í=Ó=óçìÛêÉ=ëáííáåÖ=~í=ÜçãÉ=ïáíÜ=
íÜÉ=Ñ~ãáäó=ïçåÇÉêáåÖ=ïÜ~í=íç=Çç=çå=íÜÉ=
ïÉÉâÉåÇK=låÉ=âáÇ=Åçãéä~áåë=“íÜÉêÉÛë=
åçíÜáåÖ=íç=ÇçÒK=^åçíÜÉê=çåÉ=ë~óë=“Ü~åÖ=çå=~=
ãáåìíÉI=fÛîÉ=Öçí=~å=áÇÉ~I=íÜÉêÉÛë=kçïÜÉêÉ=
bäëÉ=íç=ÖçKÒ=`çåÑìëÉÇ\=
=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
pÉÉ=båÖäáëÜ=iÉîÉä=O=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
This brief paragraph lists fifteen 
Australian place names.  List them.  Now, 
find out which are named from Aboriginal 
sources, which after places in other 
countries, which after explorers, which 
after geographical characteristics. 
=
=
=
=
=
=



 

=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
What about names around your home?  
Have you given your room, or any of your 
possessions, or the family car a pet 
name?  If so, what is the history of that 
name. 
=
=
=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Why was it called Botany Bay? 
=
nrbpqflkW=
Why, when and by whom was the name 
changed (back) from Ayers Rock to Uluru?
=
=
=
=
=
=

tÉää=íÜ~åâ=ÖççÇåÉëë=ïÉÛîÉ=Öçí=éÉçéäÉ=~ää=
~êçìåÇ=^ìëíê~äá~=ïÜç=Å~å=íÉää=ìë=~Äçìí=~ää=
íÜÉ=ïçåÇÉêÑìä=å~ãÉë=ïÉ=Ü~îÉ=Ççïå=ìåÇÉêK==
=
kçïI=ìåäáâÉ=ãçëí=çÑ=ìë=ïÜç=Ü~îÉ=Öçí=~=
ëïáåÖ=çê=~=ë~åÇéáí=çê=~=íçã~íç=îáåÉ=áå=íÜÉ=
Ä~Åâó~êÇI=íÜÉëÉ=ÄäçâÉë=~êÉ=áåîçäîÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=
ÅêÉ~íáçå=~åÇ=éêÉëÉêî~íáçå=çÑ=å~ãÉë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=
ïÜçäÉ=ÅçìåíêóK=
=
`êáâÉóK=f=êÉÅâçå=íÜÉëÉ=ÄäçâÉë=Ü~îÉ=Öçí=~=
ÄáÖÖÉê=àçÄ=íÜ~å=~=Åáíó=ëíêÉÉí=ëïÉÉéÉê=çå=kÉï=
vÉ~êÛë=a~óK=iÉíÛë=Ü~îÉ=~=äççâK=
MOKQR=
açïå=råÇÉêI=íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=ORM=MMM=
å~ãÉë=êÉÅçêÇÉÇK=qÜÉó=ã~ó=ÄÉ=êáîÉêëI=
ãçìåí~áåëI=éä~áåëI=íçïåëI=ÅáíáÉë=~åÇ=ãìÅÜ=
ãçêÉK=cêçã=_çí~åó=_~óI=ïÜÉêÉ=`~éí~áå=`ççâ=
Ñáêëí=ÑçìåÇ=Üáë=ÑÉÉí=áå=NTTMI=íç=^óÉêë=oçÅâ=Ó=
räìêì=Ó=íÜÉ=ÜÉ~êí=ÄÉ~í=çÑ=äáÑÉ=~åÇ=ëéáêáí=Ñçê=ëç=
ã~åó=^ÄçêáÖáåÉëI=ÉîÉêó=å~ãÉ=áå=ëçãÉ=ÄáÖ=çê=
ëã~ää=ï~ó=äÉ~îÉë=áíë=ã~êâ=çå=ÜáëíçêóI=íÜÉ=
ÅìäíìêÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=éÉçéäÉ=çÑ=íÜáë=ä~åÇK=
MPKOM=
pçãÉ=å~ãÉë=Ü~îÉ=çÄîáçìë=å~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=
áåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=áãéçêí~åÅÉI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=póÇåÉóK=
eçï=Å~å=ïÉ=ÑçêÖÉí=íÜÉ=OMMM=läóãéáÅ=d~ãÉë=
ïÜÉå=^ìëíê~äá~Ûë=ÄáÖÖÉëí=Åáíó=ï~ë=íÜÉ=Å~éáí~ä=
çÑ=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ\=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
pÉÉ=båÖäáëÜ=iÉîÉä=PI=pÅáÉåÅÉ=iÉîÉä=NJQI=ÉíÅ=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
“…and much more” — let us compile a list 
(bays, forests, suburbs, deserts, shopping 
malls) of other places with names.  And 
then give one example of every type of 
place on the list. 
=
=
=
=
=



 

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
What is missing from this list?  Why? 
(towns, suburbs, cities) 
=

=
qÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=~äëç=ÅçìåíäÉëë=å~ãÉë=~åÇ=éä~ÅÉë=
íÜ~í=~êÉ=âåçïå=Äó=çåäó=ëã~ää=Ü~åÇÑìäë=çÑ=
éÉçéäÉ=Äìí=~êÉ=îÉêó=áãéçêí~åí=íç=íÜÉ=äçÅ~ä=
ÅçããìåáíóK=
=
MPKPR=
^åÇ=åçåÉ=ãçêÉ=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=íÜ~å=íÜçëÉ=çÑ=
^ÄçêáÖáå~ä=çêáÖáå=íÜ~í=ëíêÉíÅÜ=Ä~Åâ=íÜçìë~åÇë=
~åÇ=íÜçìë~åÇë=çÑ=óÉ~êëK=qÜÉó=ã~ó=êÉÑÉê=íç=
ä~åÇ=ÑÉ~íìêÉë=ëìÅÜ=~ë=íÜÉ=ãáÖÜíó=êçÅâI=çê=
íÜÉó=ã~ó=Üçåçìê=ÜáëíçêáÅ~ä=ÉîÉåíëI=éÉçéäÉ=çê=
~åáã~äëK=qÜÉëÉ=~êÉ=íÜÉ=ÑçìåÇáåÖ=ëíçåÉë=çÑ=
éä~ÅÉ=å~ãÉë=áå=^ìëíê~äá~=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=ä~áÇ=äçåÖ=
ÄÉÑçêÉ=ïÜáíÉ=ëÉííäÉãÉåí=Ü~Ç=ÄÉÖìåK=^ë=~=
êÉëìäí=íÜÉó=êÉéêÉëÉåí=~=ÅêáíáÅ~ä=é~êí=çÑ=çìê=
ëçÅáÉíó=íçÇ~óK=fíÛë=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉëÉ=íÜ~í=ïÉ=
Åä~áã=~=äçåÖ=ëí~åÇáåÖ=~åÇ=çåÖçáåÖ=
êÉä~íáçåëÜáé=ïáíÜ=çìê=ä~åÇ=~åÇ=~äëç=ÅçåíáåìÉ=
éêáÅÉäÉëë=áåÇáÖÉåçìë=íê~ÇáíáçåëK=
=
MQKNR=

_fii=hfqplkW=
qÜÉ=^ÄçêáÖáåÉë=çÑ=ÅçìêëÉ=ïÉêÉ=áå=íÜáë=
ÅçåíáåÉåí=Ñçê=íÜçìë~åÇë=~åÇ=íÜçìë~åÇë=çÑ=
óÉ~êëK=qÜÉó=Ü~Ç=íÜÉáê=å~ãÉë=ÑáñÉÇK=qÜÉó=Ü~Ç=
íÜÉáê=Ä~óëI=íÜÉó=âåÉï=ïÜ~í=íÜÉó=Å~ääÉÇ=íÜ~í=
Ä~óI=ïÜ~í=Å~éÉI=ïÜ~í=êáîÉêI=ïÜ~í=éä~åíëI=íÜÉ=
ÑäçïÉêëI=íÜÉ=éÉçéäÉI=ÄÉÉëI=ëç=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=èìáíÉ=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
pÉÉ=^êíë=iÉîÉäë=N=C=O=
=
=
=
^ë=~ÄçîÉ=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=



 

=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Find one place named AFTER Cook and 
one named AFTER Flinders 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
What do you think was the purpose of the 
historical piece of equipment behind the 
person speaking? 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

Ü~ééó=ïáíÜ=íÜÉáê=å~ãáåÖ=ëóëíÉãK==
=
_ìí=~äçåÖ=Å~ãÉ=íÜÉ=É~êäó=ã~êáåÉ=ÉñéäçêÉêë=Ó=
íÜÉ=cêÉåÅÜI=íÜÉ=aìíÅÜI=íÜÉ=mçêíìÖìÉëÉ=Ó=~åÇ=
íÜÉó=éìí=íÜÉ=å~ãÉë=~êçìåÇ=íÜÉ=Åç~ëíäáåÉëK=
^äçåÖ=Å~ãÉ=íÜÉ=båÖäáëÜ=Ó=`ççâI=~åÇ=cäáåÇÉêë=
Ó=ÑáääáåÖ=áå=íÜÉ=êÉëí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÅáêÅìáí=~êçìåÇ=
^ìëíê~äá~=ÖáîáåÖ=båÖäáëÜ=å~ãÉë=íç=íÜáåÖëK==
MQKQM=
i~åÇ=ÉñéäçêÉêë=Å~ãÉ=íÜêçìÖÜI=ÖáîáåÖ=å~ãÉë=
íç=ÑÉ~íìêÉëW=êáîÉêëI=ãçìåí~áåëI=íÜ~í=ëçêí=çÑ=
íÜáåÖK=í~ÄäÉä~åÇë=Ó=å~ãÉÇ=íÜÉã=~ÑíÉê=íÜÉáê=
ÄÉåÉÑ~ÅíçêëI=íÜÉ=éÉçéäÉ=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=é~óáåÖ=Ñçê=
íÜÉáê=ÉñéÉÇáíáçåK=^åÇ=íÜÉå=íÜÉ=Ñçêã~ä=
ëÉííäÉãÉåí=çÑ=^ìëíê~äá~I=íÜÉ=é~ëíçê~ä=
ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåíI=íÜÉ=~ÖêáÅìäíìê~ä=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=
Å~ãÉ=~äçåÖI=~åÇ=íÜÉ=ëìêîÉóçêë=Å~ãÉ=~äçåÖ=
~åÇ=íÜ~íÛë=çÑ=ÅçìêëÉ=ïÜÉå=íÜáåÖë=êÉ~ääó=Öçí=
çÑÑáÅá~äK=qÜÉ=ëìêîÉóçê=ÖÉåÉê~äë=ïçìäÇ=
áåëíêìÅí=íÜÉ=ëìêîÉóçêë=íç=~ëÅÉêí~áå=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=
^ÄçêáÖáå~äë=íÜÉáê=ÅçêêÉÅí=å~ãÉëK==
=
MRKMR=
pç=íÜÉ=^ÄçêáÖáå~äë=ÇáÇåÛí=ÖÉí=íÜÉáê=å~ãÉë=
éä~ÅÉÇ=çå=íÜÉ=ã~é=íáää=íÜÉ=ëìêîÉóçêë=Å~ãÉ=
~äçåÖK=pìêîÉóçêë=ïÉåí=çìí=~åÇ=~ëÅÉêí~áåÉÇ=
íÜÉ=å~ãÉë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=^ÄçêáÖáå~äë=çÑ=íÜÉëÉ=
ÑÉ~íìêÉë=~åÇ=éìí=íÜÉã=çå=íÜÉáê=éä~åëK=
=

=
=
pÉÉ=plpb=iÉîÉä=OJP=Ñçê=ÜÉêÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=
ÑçääçïáåÖ=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Give one example each of places named 
by French, Dutch and Portuguese 
explorers 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
pÉÉ=pÅáÉåÅÉ=~ää=äÉîÉäë=Eã~ééáåÖF=
^`qfsfqvW=
Conduct a “survey” — mapping part of the 
school or its grounds, even just your 
classroom.  Map and name all of the 
features — you could, for example, name 
the windows, door(s), even light switch.  
Have a reason for all of the names. 
=
=



 

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Why do you think that more than two 
hundred years after European settlement, 
and more than one hundred years after 
Federation, we still have to come up with 
new names? 
=
=
=
=

=
=

bokfb=afkdl=
qÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=àìëí=ëç=ã~åó=å~ãÉëI=~åÅáÉåí=~åÇ=
ãçÇÉêåW=dìååÉÇ~ÜI=^ÄçêáÖáå~ä=Ñçê=“éä~ÅÉ=çÑ=
ïÜáíÉ=ëíçåÉÒI=~åÇ=ïÜÉêÉ=ïÉ=~êÉ=êáÖÜí=åçïI=
jçìåí=`ççíÜ~=Ó=éä~ÅÉ=çÑ=ïáäÇ=ÜçåÉóK=
=
^åÇ=ïÜ~í=çÑ=åçå=~ÄçêáÖáå~ä=å~ãÉë=ëìÅÜ=~ë=
mçêí=açìÖä~ëI=~=Ö~íÉï~ó=íç=íÜÉ=dêÉ~í=_~êêáÉê=
oÉÉÑK=
=
_ìí=çåÅÉ=ëçãÉíÜáåÖ=Ü~ë=~=å~ãÉI=Üçï=ÇçÉë=áí=
ÄÉÅçãÉ=âåçïå=çÑÑáÅá~ääó\=
=
MRKPR=
b~ÅÜ=óÉ~ê=ÅçããáííÉÉë=~åÇ=å~ãáåÖ=Äç~êÇë=áå=
ÉîÉêó=pí~íÉ=êÉÅÉáîÉ=íÜçìë~åÇë=çÑ=
~ééäáÅ~íáçåëI=~åÇ=ÇÉéÉåÇáåÖ=çå=íÜÉ=Å~ìëÉI=
Öê~åí=íÜÉã=çÑÑáÅá~ä=ëí~íìëK=
=
qÜáåâ=~Äçìí=áíW=íÜçìë~åÇë=çÑ=éä~ÅÉë=ïáíÜ=
íÜçìë~åÇë=çÑ=å~ãÉëI=~ää=çîÉê=^ìëíê~äá~K=pç=
ïÜç=éêçîáÇÉë=íÜÉ=ÅççêÇáå~íáåÖ=êçäÉ=Ñçê=éä~ÅÉ=
å~ãáåÖ=~Åíáîáíó=áå=^ìëíê~äá~\=
=
qÜÉ=`çããáííÉÉ=çÑ=dÉçÖê~éÜáÅ~ä=k~ãÉë=çÑ=
^ìëíê~ä~ëá~K=
=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=



 

=
=
=
=
=
`ÜÉÅâ=çìí=ïïïKÅÖå~KÖçîK~ì=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
`ÜÉÅâ=çìí=ïïïKÖ~KÖçîK~ì=
=
=
=
=
=

=
=
MSKMM=
qÜÉ=`dk^=Ñçê=ëÜçêíI=ï~ë=Éëí~ÄäáëÜÉÇ=áå=NVUQ=
íç=âÉÉé=íÜÉ=å~ãáåÖ=éêçÅÉëëÉë=ëáãáä~ê=áå=
É~ÅÜ=pí~íÉK=fí=çéÉê~íÉë=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=
fåíÉêÖçîÉêåãÉåí~ä=`çããáííÉÉ=çÑ=pìêîÉóáåÖ=
~åÇ=j~ééáåÖK=
=
qÜÉó=ã~ó=ëçìåÇ=~=ãçìíÜÑìäI=Äìí=áí=áë=íÜÉáê=
êÉëéçåëáÄáäáíó=íç=ÉåëìêÉ=íÜ~í=çìê=ãçìíÜë=ïáää=
åÉîÉê=ÄÉ=ìåÑ~ãáäá~ê=ïáíÜ=fåÇççêççéáääóI=
jççê~ÄáåI=çê=~åó=çíÜÉê=éä~ÅÉ=å~ãÉ=íÜ~í=êçääë=
ãóëíáÅ~ääó=çê=ã~ÖáÅ~ääó=~Åêçëë=çìê=íçåÖìÉëI=
~åÇ=íÜêçìÖÜ=çìê=ÅìäíìêÉK=
=
qÜÉ=pí~íÉë=~åÇ=qÉêêáíçêáÉëI=ìëáåÖ=ÖìáÇÉäáåÉë=
Éëí~ÄäáëÜÉÇ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=~ëëáëí~åÅÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=`dk^I=
ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=íÜÉëÉ=~ééäáÅ~íáçåëK=qÜÉ=`dk^=
íÜÉå=äáÑíë=íÜÉ=éêçÑáäÉ=~åÇ=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇáåÖ=çÑ=
íÜÉëÉ=å~ãÉë=Äó=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=íÜÉã=áå=íÜÉ=
d~òÉííÉÉê=çÑ=^ìëíê~äá~K=
MSKQR=
qÜáë=áåÑçêã~íáçå=áë=ìëÉÇ=Äó=~=î~ëí=Åêçëë=
ëÉÅíáçå=çÑ=çêÖ~åáò~íáçåë=~åÇ=áåÇáîáÇì~äëK=
cêçã=dçîÉêåãÉåí=ÇÉé~êíãÉåíë=íç=
Üáëíçêá~åëI=Å~êíçÖê~éÜÉêë=íç=éìÄäáëÜÉêëI=ÉîÉå=
íÜÉ=ëÉ~êÅÜ=~åÇ=êÉëÅìÉ=Öêçìéë=ìëÉ=íÜÉ=
d~òÉííÉÉê=~ë=~=î~äì~ÄäÉ=êÉëçìêÅÉK=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Can you think of other groups that would 
rely on Gazetteer information? 
(travel and tourism operators; 
telecommunications companies; law 
enforcement and security agencies) 

http://www.cgna.gov.au
http://www.ga.gov.au


 

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
How would you make people more aware 
of the importance of place names?  
Design a poster making the general public 
more aware that there is a story behind 
every name 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

=
=
=
^ë=íáãÉ=ãçîÉë=çåI=íÜÉ=`dk^=~áãë=íç=äáÑí=íÜÉ=
éìÄäáÅÛë=~ï~êÉåÉëë=Äó=ÇÉîÉäçéáåÖ=~å=
ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=éêçÖê~ã=íÜ~í=ïáää=ÖáîÉ=ìë=~ää=~=
ÄÉííÉê=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇáåÖ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÜáëíçêáÅ~äI=ëçÅá~äI=
~åÇ=Åìäíìê~ä=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åÅÉ=çÑ=å~ãÉëK=qÜÉó=~êÉ=
áåîçäîÉÇ=áå=çìê=ÉîÉêóÇ~ó=äáîÉëI=óÉí=Üçï=ã~åó=
çÑ=ìë=ëíçé=íç=íÜáåâ=~Äçìí=áí\=
=
MTKOM=
eáëíçêó=íÉääë=ìë=Üçï=áãéçêí~åí=íÜÉ=êçäÉë=çÑ=
å~ãÉë=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=~åÇ=Üçï=áãéçêí~åí=áí=áë=
íÜ~í=ïÉ=~ÅâåçïäÉÇÖÉ=íÜÉã=áå=íÜÉ=ÑìíìêÉK=^ë=
~=êÉëìäí=íÜÉ=`dk^=áë=çå=~=êÉëÅìÉ=ãáëëáçå=íç=
ëíçé=ëçãÉ=å~ãÉë=ÄÉáåÖ=äçëí=ÑçêÉîÉêK=
=
jçëí=çÑ=íÜÉëÉ=~êÉ=çÑ=^ÄçêáÖáå~ä=çêáÖáåI=íÜ~í=
çîÉê=íÜÉ=óÉ~êë=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=îáÅíáãë=çÑ=
ãáëáåÑçêã~íáçåI=~åÇ=ãáëéêçåìåÅá~íáçåK=
=
kçï~Ç~óëI=íïç=íÜáêÇë=çÑ=íÜÉ=^ÄçêáÖáå~ä=
ä~åÖì~ÖÉë=~åÇ=Çá~äÉÅíë=Ü~îÉ=ÉáíÜÉê=ÇáÉÇI=çê=
~êÉ=ëäçïäó=Ñ~ÇáåÖ=~ï~óK==
=
få=NVVOI=íÜÉ=`dk^=áãéäÉãÉåíÉÇ=ÖìáÇÉäáåÉë=
Ñçê=íÜÉ=êÉÅçêÇáåÖ=~åÇ=ìëÉ=çÑ=^ÄçêáÖáå~ä=~åÇ=
qçêêÉë=píê~áí=fëä~åÇÉê=å~ãÉëK=pí~íÉë=~åÇ=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
pÉÉ=^oqpI=~ää=äÉîÉäë=
=
=
=
=
pÉÉ=plpbI=é~êíáÅìä~êäó=iÉîÉä=Q=EÉñéäçêÉêëF=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
nrbpqflkW=
Why and how has this happened? 
=
=
=
=
=



 

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
Offer a new name for your town, suburb or 
school; back-up your suggestion with a 
researched explanation of the why the 
name would be appropriate and deserves 
to be preserved as a place name. 
=
=
nrbpqflkL^`qfsfqvW=
The Great Barrier Reef is so descriptive 
that it seems to be a very obvious name.  
But which place names seem strange to 
you?  Ernie goes on to say that “every 
name across Australia has a fascinating 
origin and stories to go with it” but some 
seem more fascinating than others.  
Which names seem strangest to you?  
Make a list and try to find out where they 
came from. 

qÉêêáíçêáÉë=~êÉ=~äëç=ÇÉîÉäçéáåÖ=éçäáÅáÉë=çå=
Çì~ä=å~ãÉëI=ÖáîáåÖ=éêÉÑÉêÉåÅÉ=íç=^ÄçêáÖáå~ä=
çêáÖáåë=ïÜÉêÉ=éçëëáÄäÉK=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=pí~íÉ=~åÇ=å~ãáåÖ=~ìíÜçêáíáÉë=
~êÉ=áå=ÅÜ~êÖÉ=çÑ=å~ãáåÖ=éêçÅÉëëÉëI=áíÛë=
áãéçêí~åí=íç=êÉ~äáòÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=áë=~=îáí~ä=
ÅçåíêáÄìíçêK=^åó=çÑ=ìë=Å~å=ëìÖÖÉëí=åÉï=
å~ãÉëI=~åÇ=ïÉ=Å~å=~äëç=çÑÑÉê=ÜáëíçêáÅ~ä=
áåëáÖÜíë=áåíç=çäÇ=çåÉëK=
=
MUKNR=
kÉ~êäó=ÉîÉêó=çåÉ=çÑ=ìë=Ü~ë=Ñ~ãáäó=ëíçêáÉë=
íÜ~í=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=é~ëëÉÇ=Ççïå=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=
ÖÉåÉê~íáçåëK==
=
eçï=ÇáÇ=íÜÉ=dêÉ~í=_~êêáÉê=oÉÉÑ=ÖÉí=áíë=å~ãÉ\=
=
lê=háåÖ=fëä~åÇ\==
=
qÜÉ=háãÄÉêäó=áå=t^\==
=
lê=íÜÉ=sáÅíçêá~å=Åáíó=çÑ=_ÉåÇáÖçK==
=
bîÉêó=å~ãÉ=~Åêçëë=^ìëíê~äá~=Ü~ë=~=
Ñ~ëÅáå~íáåÖ=çêáÖáå=~åÇ=ëíçêáÉë=íç=Öç=ïáíÜ=áíK=
fíÛë=çìê=àçÄ=íç=ÉåëìêÉ==íÜÉëÉ=~êÉ=åÉîÉê=
ÑçêÖçííÉåK=qÜÉ=`dk^=ÉåÅçìê~ÖÉë=çìê=áåéìíK=
=
pç=íÜÉêÉ=óçì=Ü~îÉ=áíK===

=
=
=
=
=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
(allocate a local place name to each 
member of the group) 
Make a presentation to the group explain 
the origin and meaning of the 
(street/town, landmark, natural feature) 
that you have been allocated. 
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=



 

=
kÉñí=íáãÉ=óçìÛêÉ=~ëâÉÇI=“ïÜ~íÛë=áå=~=å~ãÉ\Ò=
óçìÛää=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=ë~ó=“ïÜÉêÉ=Çç=f=ëí~êí\ÒK===
=
kçï=íÜÉ=éÉçéäÉ=~í=`dk^=Ó=åçï=ÇçåÛí=ÑçêÖÉíI=
íÜ~í=ëí~åÇë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=`çããáííÉÉ=çÑ=
dÉçÖê~éÜáÅ~ä=k~ãÉë=çÑ=^ìëíê~ä~ëá~=Ó=óçì=
ëÉÉ=íÜÉó=Ü~îÉ=~=îÉêó=ÄáÖ=àçÄI=~åÇ=íÜÉóÛêÉ=é~êí=
çÑ=~=îÉêó=ÄáÖ=~åÇ=îÉêó=ÖççÇ=íÉ~ãK=qÜÉóÛêÉ=
ÜÉäéÉÇ=Äó=pí~íÉ=~åÇ=qÉêêáíçêóI=~åÇ=çÑ=ÅçìêëÉI=
óçì=~åÇ=ãÉK=
=
MVKMR=
kçï=áÑ=óçì=êÉÅâçå=óçì=Å~å=ÜÉäé=áå=~åó=ï~óI=
ÇçåÛí=ÄÉ=ÑêáÖÜíÉåÉÇ=íç=éáÅâ=ìé=íÜÉ=ÚéÜçåÉ=~åÇ=
Ü~îÉ=~=ÅÜ~íI=çê=Éã~áä=ëçãÉçåÉ=~í=íÜÉ=`dk^=
çê=~åó=çÑ=íÜÉáê=å~ãáåÖ=Äç~êÇë=çê=ÅçããáííÉÉë=
~êçìåÇ=íÜÉ=ÅçìåíêóK=
=
jçìåí~áåëI=êáîÉêëI=íçïåëI=ÅáíáÉëI=ÄÉ~ÅÜÉëI=
éä~áåëI=~êÉ=~ää=Å~ääáåÖ=çìí=Ñçê=óçìê=ÜÉäéK=fíÛë=
íáãÉ=Ñçê=óçì=íç=äÉ~îÉ=óçìê=ã~êâ=Ñçê=
ÖÉåÉê~íáçåë=íç=ÅçãÉK=fÛã=bêåáÉ=aáåÖç=Ó=
ïÜ~íÛë=óçìê=å~ãÉ\=pÉÉ=óçì=ä~íÉêK=
=

a^sb=
_É~íë=ï~äâáåÛ=

_l_W=
tçç>=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
^`qfsfqvW=
`~å=óçì=ÜÉäé\==fë=íÜÉêÉ=~=ëíçêó=~Äçìí=~=äçÅ~ä=
éä~ÅÉ=å~ãÉ=Ó=çê=~=äçÅ~ä=éä~ÅÉ=ïáíÜçìí=~=
å~ãÉ=çê=ïáíÜ=~=å~ãÉ=íÜ~í=óçì=ÇçåÛí=íÜáåâ=áë=
ÄÉëí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=àçÄ\===



 

pt^ddfbW=
EëáåÖëF=

“fÛîÉ=ÄÉÉå=ÉîÉêóïÜÉêÉ=ã~å=Ó=“=
MVKRR=

 
 


